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ABSTRAC T 

A review of the lit erature on ch i ld abu se was presented. 

Ten abusive mothers were compared to ten mothers who had 

disturbed, behavioral-problem children, and to a group of ten 
11 normal 11 mothers from the same economic background. These 

three groups were compared on the ra ting·s of caseworkers and 

of the Experimenter on various sca les and on a projective test . 

. The hypothesis that the abusive mothers would be providing 

poorer overall care for their children and that they would 

demonstrate poorer psychological and social maturity was 

supported. A Simple Random Analysis of Vari an ce and a Du ncan's 

Multiple-Ran ge Test revealed that the abusive mothers provided 

significantly poorer child care than the oth er two groups and 

that the abusive mothers were si gnificantly more immobilized, 

more detached, more impulsive, and more dependent than the 

mothers in the other two groups. In addition, the abusive 

mothers had significantly poorer educational and occupational 

experience than the other groups. These findin g s were ?iscussed 

in terms of present child abuse theory. Implications for 

prevention and treatment were considered. 
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·The psychological and soci a l phenomenon of ch ild abuse is 

not n ew to our culture. Societies of the past h a ve exhjbited 

varying degrees of permissiveness and apathy towa rd the murder 

and a buse of children (Gil, 1970; Radbili, 1968 ). In our time 

and culture such treatment is regarded with outra g e . However, 

only in the pas t fifteen years have the medical, l eg a l, psychi-

atric, social work, and psycholog ical profes sions addressed 

themselves to the questions of why does a pa rent physica lly 

abuse his or her child. Kempe, Silverman, Steele, Droeg emueller, 

and Silver ( 1962) coined the phr as e "ba. t tered -child syndrome" 

in their attempt to study the problem. Paulsen (1 966 , 1968a , 

1968b) h as looked at child abuse fro m the l e ga l aspects and 

pointed out that the problem is enhanced by lega l uncerta inties 

and lack of conformity. 

A review of the litera ture on child abuse offers many 

opinions as to the etiological causes of child abuse and the 

personality attributes of the abusing parent, however t here are 

few statistically defensible findin gs . Spinetta & Rigler (1972) 

1 The author wishes to thanlr Mrs. Ruth Canto r and 
Mr. Gene Ha rrell and their sts ffs at the Wilkes and Ca ld well 
Depa rtments of Social Services for allowing this r esearch to 
be done throu gh their agencies. 

2 The author grat efully acknowled ges the helpful suggestions 
and the rating s of the TAT stories by Dr. Robert D. Bor gman of 
the Family Men tal Health Center, -.Hickory, North Carolina. 
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have rec ently presented a most thorou gh revi ew of t h e liter -

ature which attempts to label th e psycholog ical and social 

cau s es of child abuse . In their review they li s t ed five ma jor 

areas in which researchers have looked for the social and per-

sonality chara cteri st ics which contribu te to child abuse . The 

fir st of these is the demo_grapp._i c chara ct eristics . Numerou s 

studies have been conducted to d e termin e the dem ographic 

characteristics of abusive parents in the hope that these 

studies might show whether or not so ci al and economic position 

is a determining. factor in child abuse. ( .. A high incid en ce of 

divorce, separation, and un s table marria ges with severe 

conflict as well as conviction of minor crim inal of fenses , 

other than child abuse, has been found to occur in families 

where child --abuse is prevalent JY(Kempe et al., 1962 ; Sattin & 

Miller, 1971; Schloesser, 1964; Zalba, 1966 )0 Unwanted 

pregnancies, "forced" marriages, and large f am ilies where one 

child is singled out as the vic tim are other cha r a cteristics 

(Boardman, 1962 ; Del sordo, 1963; Elmer, 1963; Kempe et al., 

1962; Schloesser, 1964; Zalba , 1966). Other s t ud ie s have 

indicated that l a ck of family roo ts, l a c k of community ties or 

interests, hi gh mobility, un employment , and fin ancial problems 

including inability to budget adequat e , incomes are other 

predomina te demo graphic characteristics of the child-abusing 

parent or parents l Elmer, 1960 , 1963; Gil, 1968a, 1968b, 197 0; 

Holt er & Friedman, 1968 ; Johnson & Morse , 1968; Merrill, 1962 ; 

Schloes ser, 1964 ; Young, f964). The majority of these stud1es, 

with the exception of Gil (1 968a , 1968b , 1970), who sees a 
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strong link between poverty and child abuse, concluded however 

that not all child abuse occurs in low socioeconomic groups 

which have. many of the cha racteristic s stated above. Rather . 
they sugges ted that the incidence is hi gher in this group due 

to social and economic stresses. In the Battin & Mi ll er (1971) 

study all of the families were concentra ted in a low-income 

neighborhood but the authors su ggested that the family's choice 

of living quarters was due to financial stress and inadequate, 
, 

marginal adjustment. Two studies which have g iven further 

evidence against all child-a busers being from low-income 

families are those of Merrill (1962) and Ste ele & Pollock (1968). 

Both of these studies were conducted among middle- to upper-income 

families where child abuse had occurred. Many of the homes 

involved in these studies met or exceeded middle-class stand-

ards for furnishin g s and cleanliness and as Merrill states, 

the parents would be classified as "upstanding citizens." 

With the exception of the few studies (Merrill, 1962; 

Steele & Pollock, 1968) conducted among middle-class families, 

most of the research concerning chiid abuse has centered on the 

low-income family. One of the reas ons for this seems to be 

that child abuse is harder to hide in low-income families and 

therefore appe a rs to be more prevalent. However the literature 

certainly doesn't support any suggestion that poverty necessi-

tates child abuse and poor child care. This has been pointed 

out in the recent extensive research effort conducted by 

Polansky, Borgman, & De S&ix (1972) on the care of children - of 

the very poor and the personality variables which these ~ 
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children's mothers exhibited. Althou gh Pol a n sky et al. (1972) 

did find extr emely poor child care prevalent in the homes of 

ne glectful mothers in the rural mountains of North Carolina 

and ~eorg ia, they also saw many families living in the same 

poverty who provided adequate and even excellent care for 

their children. 

, A second area where rese a rchers h a ve looked for the causes 

of child abuse is parental history. The concept that violence 

breeds violence and that the parents of abused children were 

them s elves abused as children has been h ypothesized and 

researched (Reiner & Kaufman, 1959; Schloes ser , 1964; Silver, 

Dublin, & Lourie, 1969)0 Steele & Pollock (1968) h a ve stated 

that abusing parents were deprived of basic "motherliness" as 

children and had harsh, rigid demands placed upon them. They, 

1 ike Oliver & Taylor ( 1971), ·have referred to the studies of 

Harlow & Harlow (1962) which showed how female mon k eys raised 

without adequate mothers were themselves inadequate, even 

abusive mothers. The controlled study of child abuse by 

Melnick & Hurley (1969) has stated that there is a probable 

history of emotional deprivation in the abusive mother's own 
" 

upbringing. Furth er support for all these factors is seen in 

the studies of Kempe et al. (1962) and Wasserman (1967). 

Polansky et al. (1972) also found further evidence for wha t 

they labeled the "cycle of poverty." By lookin g at the 

educational, o ccupational, and dating backgrounds of neglect-

ful mothers as well as these mother's families they found that 

women who were providing poor care for their children were 



thems elves likely to have come from families which offered 

only mar gina l care. 
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A third area in whj_ch resea rchers have looked for clues as 

to th,e na t ure of the abusj_n g paren t is in the par _§ntal a t ti tud es 

toward child-re_c:~}•ing . Numerous studies ha ve found tha t abus ing 

parents a re unreal ist ic as well as i gnor·ant about their child I s 

capabiliti es. They expect a grea t dea l from their children and 

.. do so earlier than the child can possibly me e t these high 

expectations (Morris, Gould, & Ma tthew, 1964; Oliver & Taylor, 

1971; Steele & Pollock, 1968 ). Other studies have reveal ed 

that abusive pa rents look ·to their children for reas surance, 

comfort, and love and that the children are expected to fulfill 

the parent's ne eds (Melni ck & Hurley, 1969; Oliver & Taylor, 

1971 ). Still other studies have sta ted that physical abuse of 

children implies a distortiori of reality in that the child is a 

target perceived by the parent in a symbolic or delusional way 

(Reiner & Kaufman, 1959). Terr's (1970) study of families with 

child abuse occurrences supported this hypothesis when she 

stated that in each case which she observed, the abusing 

parent had a specific fantasy about the abus ed child. These 

fantasies included fear of the infant's helplessness, fear of 

the child's seductiveness, or disappointment in the child's 

ability to meet preconceived hopes. 

The fourth area in which researchers have sought character-

itstics of child-abusing parents is a very controversial one. 
/ 

This is the question of whether or not there is the presence 

of severe personality disorders in the abusing parent. Some 



studies have suggested that all child-abusers are either 

extreme neurotics or psychotics, but most researchers have 

dismissed psychopathology except - in extreme cases (Gre enard, . 
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1964; Spinetta & Rigler, 197?; Steele & Pollock, 1968; 

Wasserman, 1967). ti Flynn (1970) concluded that abusing pa rents 
. . 

are not psychotic but that these par ents have extra ordinary 

reliance on ego-defense mechanisms of re~ression, denial, and 

projection causing an incapacity to learn from experience and 

to appreciate realistically the possible and inevitable 
II consequences of their actions. Polansky et al.(1972) found 

that marginal child care was part of a pervasive pattern of the 

mother's character which included lack of ps ychic maturity and 

ego strength. These researchers co1ned the phrase 

"apathy-futility syndrome" to describe the de ep sense of 

futility and emotional and behavioral numbness witnessed in 

neglectful mothers and seen in the care they gave their children. 

Finally, Spinetta & Rigler (1972) in their review uf the 

literature pointed out that researchers have attempted to define 

the moti Va tional and ~rsonal i ty variables which co11tri bu te to 

and precipitate child abuse. 0 Child-abusing parents have been 

described as impulse-ridden _individuals who are unable to 

control their aggressions. Anger, ri g idity, hypersensitivity, 

and self-centeredness are also given as characteristics by 

these s:ame studies (Holter & Friedman, 1968; Kempe et al., 1962; 
)) 

Silver et al., 1969)0 Young (1964) cited chronic aggressiveness 

as the major attribute which she has observed in abusive parents. 

Kempe et al. (1962) also have seen abusive parents as extremely 



dependent and narcissistic. E!Ilotional immaturity has been 

observed in abusive parents by other researchers (Ho l ter & 

Friedman, 1968 ; Oliver & Tay lor, 1971 )o Silver et al. (1 969 ) 

have _suggested tha t abusive parents tend to have poor inter -

personal r ela tionships and exhibit marked poor adju s tment in 

general. Holter & Friedman (1968 ) have· ~ls o found chronic 

depression and s evere guilt feelin gs over things other than 

the child abuse to be indica tive of abusing pa ren ts . 
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Using the observations and professional opin ions of many 

researchers, both Merrill (1 962 ) and Zalba (1967 ) hav e attempted 

to identi fy the problem of child abuse by developin g typolo gies 

for classificat ion and for t reatment. These typolog ies as well 

as the many individual clin i cal impres sions have don e much to 

shed light on the question of why parents abuse their children, 

but there has been almost no -systemati c testin g of the 

hypotheses which have been presented. 

With the exception of one study (Melnick & Hurley, 1969 ), 

the literature is void of adequately controlled studies on 

child abuse. Melnick & Hurley (1 969 ) did compare a group of 

abusive mo t hers to a control group, but they themselves 

suggested that a third group of mothers of disturbed children 

should have been included because abusive mothers may be 

confronted with dealin g with a more disturbed child. All 

research to date on child-abu~ing mothers has been conducted 

using women in clinics or hos p itals who knew they were being 

interviewed because they were suspected of abusing their 

children. There have been no field studies in which the subjects 



were unaware of the purpose of the investigation. It is a 

reasonable assumption that mothers who knew the reason why 
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they were being interviewed would be less responsive and there-

fore _the results of these studies may tend to be questionable. 

The majority of the data on child abuse has come from clinical 

impressions based on case his.tori es. · There has been almost 

no systematic testing of these clinical impressions which 

. comprise the child abuse literature. The purpose of this study 

was to provide adequate controls in order to statistically 

define specific personality attributes which are characteristic 

of child-abusing mothers. 

A group of child-abusing mothers was compared to a group 

of mothers who had disturbed, behavioral-problem children and 

to a group of "normal" mothers from the same economic back-

ground. These three groups were compared on the ratings of 

caseworkers and the Experimenter on various scales and on a 

projective test. The characteristics measured by these scales 

and the projective test were 1) level of child care given by 

the mother, 2) behavioral immobilization, 3) interpersonal 

detachment, 4) impulsivity, 5) dependency, 6) ability to verbal-

ize .free1yt 7) level of educational and occupational achieve-

ment, and 8) conflict resolution capacity. The subjects were 

all unaware of the purpose of the investigation. It was pre-

dicted that the group of abusing mothers would be providing 

poorer overall care for their children and that they would 
' . 

,, 
demonstrate poorer psychological and social maturity and 

competency on the variables being assessed. 



Method 

Sub_j_§;_QtS 

Ten abusive mothers (A), who had been report ed to the . 

9 

Departments of Social Services of two western counties of North 

Carolina for sus pected child abuse were compared to ·10 mothers 

(B) who had sought professiona,l help or ·who had been referred 

to the Departments of Social Services be cause of behavioral 

and emotional problems with their chi1dren, and to 10 11 normal 11 

control mothers (C) who were receiving fin an cial assistance 

(AFDC - Aid to Families with Depend ent Children) throu gh the 

Departments of Social Services. 

Testing Materials 

Each subject was assessed on three psychologi cal instru-

ments and was interviewed by the Experimenter. The Maternal 

Characteristics Scale (MCS), ~eveloped by The University of 

Georgia Chi1d Research Field Station staff (Polansky et al., 

1972), was used to measure maternal competency and maturity 

( s,ee Append ix I for scale i terns and scoring procedures). The 

scales of this tool concentrate on three aspects of personal-

ity including (1) apathy-futility dimension, combintng 

behavioral immobilization and interpersonal detachment; (2) 

childish-impulsivity dimension, combining impulsivity and 

dependency; and (3) verbal accessibility, a composite scale 

measuring an individual's readiness to talk about his most 

important attitudes and feelings and to en gage in discussion 

of them with another perso~. 



Each subject was rated on the Maternal Characteristics 

Scale by a caseworker familiar with the subject and also by 

the Experimenter. Although both the caseworkers a nd the 

Experimenter kn ew 'to which group the mothers belon ged , the 

caseworkers did not know which items on th e MOS made up the 

various sca les. None of the it em s on the MOS ref er to child 

'abuse. Rather the i terns a re co11cerned solely with the 
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characteris t ics of the maternal p~r s ona lity. Since the 

answering of the MOS items called for a value-judgment on the 

part of the rater (Le. 11 Says she enjoys l i vin g ."), both the 

scores of the caseworker and the Expe rimenter were used. This 

helped to allevia te both experimenter bias a s well as the fact 

that the various ca seworkers may ha ve used differen t standa rd s 

to rate subjects. An ov erall interrater reliability of -rO.81 

was found usin g the Pearson Product-Moment Correla tion (r). 

The final score used for each of the three scales was a mean 

of the caseworker's and the Experimenter's scores. 

The Childhood Level of Living Scale (GLLS), also developed 

·by Th e. University of Georgia Child Research Field Station staff 

(Polansky et al., 1972), was used as an indicator of the 

physical and emotional conditions under which the children of 

the subjects are reared (see Appendix II for scale items and 

scoring procedures). This rating scale was completed by the 

subject's caseworker and/or by a homemaker from the Department 

of Social Services who was familiar with the home situation. 

The majority of the items ,on this scale are objective ("Water 

is piped into the house.''). Each rater was briefed prjor to 
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completing the scale as to how to assess such words as "usually" 

or "sometimes." 

Using the social history of the subject, each mother was . 
assigned a score on the Education-Occupation Index (Polansky 

et al., 1972). Each subject was rated by the Experimenter 

according to the amount of education she had received and 

whether or not and for how long she had been employed (see 

Appendix III for s coring procedures) . 

Finally, during the interview with the subject, the 

Experimenter presented six Thematic Apperception Cards (Nos. 1, 

3GF, 5, 6BM, 6GF, and 7GF). The subject was asked five 

questions about each card: "What do you see'l How does the 

person a.ct? How does he get treated? What will he do? and 

What will happen?" These responses were scored by a psycholo-

gist who was familiar with the scoring system developed by 

Polansky et al. (1972) and who did not know to which group 

the mothers belonged (see footnote 2). This system scores 

each card according to the maturity which the individual shows 

in resolving conflict. Evasive, irrelevant responses which 

show no progressive steps in arriving at a resolution 

received a score of one. If the response given indicated that 

the conflict continued or action was taken to perpetuate the 

conflict, a score of two was given. A score of three was given 

to responses which indicated that a solution was achieved by 

the suppression of the needs or the rights of one party. And 

finally, responses which showed mutual yielding, realistic .. 

compromise or the deterring of immediate gratification for 
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long-range goals received a score of four. The scores of 

each card were combined to give an overall conflict resolution 

score. 

The des ign of the study included three tr eatment groups, 

A, B, and C. Each group contained 10 . subjects. The three 

groups were compar ed to one another on six measures. These 

included (1) the Childhood Level of Living Scale, (2) the 

Apathy-Futility Scale, (3) the Childish-Impu lsivity Scale, 

(4) the Verbal Accessibility Scale, (5) the Education-Occupa-

tion Index, and (6) the Conflict Resolution Score obtained 

from TAT responses. 

Group A consisted of mothers who had abused their children. 

The North Carolina Child Abuse Reportin g Law of 1971 in Article 

Eight of the General Statutes, Chapter 110 defines an abused 

child as 

any child less than sixteen years of 
age whose parent or ca retaker inflicts 
(or allows to be inflicted) a physical 
injury by other than a cciden ta l means 
which causes a substantial risk of 
death, disfigurement, impairment of 
physical health , or loss or impa irment 
of a body organ, or who creates (or 
allows to be crea ted) a situat ion in 
which there is substantial risk that 
one of the above events will occur, or 
who comm:i. ts ( or a llows to be comm it t ea) 
a sex act upon a child in violat ion 
of law (Thomas, 1971, p. 5)o 

Following the lead of other researchers on child abuse (Kempe 

et al., 1962; Melnick & Hurley, 1969; Spinetta & Rigler, 1972; 

Zalba, 1966), this study eliminated sex abusers of children 
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because the majority of professional opinions indic a te 

different motivational end personality vari a bles in the 

child-sex-abuser. Mothers who had ne glected, but not abu sed , . 
their children were also eliminated from this study. The 

criteria definin g child abuse were based on several factors. 

The definition gi ven above was the main· ·criteri on, however 

mothers who had just allowed abuse to occur rather than actually 

_ abusing their children were eliminated. This c ontrolled for 

the fact that there is considerable disagreement among 

professionals concerning whether or not persons who allow abuse 

to occur possess the same personality traits a s those pers ons 

who actually abuse a child. Further criteri.a for definin g 

child abuse were actua l eye-witness accounts of the abuse, 

admission of the abuse by the mother, the investigation and 

reports of caseworkers, and in some cases, the actual legal 

removal of the ch ild from the home due to abuse. 

Group B was used to control for the fact tha t mothers in 

the A group might have been confronted with dealing with a more 

disturbed child than those faced by the C group. The B group 

mothers were those parents who were havin g difficulties i.n 

their relationships with their chi ldren but where there had 

been no evidence of child abuse. This group was entirely 

composed of mother s who had children on juvenile probation or 

in juvenile training schools.· Group B also controlled for the 

involuntariness factor found in the A group since neither 

abusing mothers nor mothers of children on probation usually 

readily seek help. Rather they are typically forced by legal 



and social pressures in their rel ation sh ip with helping 

agencies. 

The Group C AFDC mothers acted as a control for s ocio-. 
economic class fac t or s . The mo the r s in this group had no 

hi story of child abuse or neglect and there were no indica-

tions of emoti onal or behavioral problems in thei r children. 

Du e to the homogeneity of these three grou ps on mos t social 

indices, they were no t mat ched furt her on other variabl es . 

Emplo ymen t and years of educati on were examined as dependent 

variable s . The independent va riab1e was the division of the 

subjects in t o the three gr oups a s stated above . 

Procedure 

1 4 

Prior to meetin g any of the mother s , the Experimenter me t 

with the caseworker for ea ch subject. Background f actual data 

were obt a ined from each mother's social hi s tory an d the case-

workers were briefed on the com ple t ion of the Maternal 

Characteristi c s Beale and the Childhood Level of Liv i n g Scale. 

Contact was then made with the subj ec t by the cas eworker by 

telephone and/or a homevisit. The cas eworkers explained to 

each subj ect that a graduate student from Appal a chian Stat e 

University wa s interested in talking to different mothers about 

rearing children in today 's society. Permissi on was ob t ained 

from each mother for the E. to visit in her home and a time for 

the homev i sit was scheduled. ·No subject conta cted refused to 

schedule a visit. 

Each mother was seen 'by the E in her own home. The E .. 

introduced herself and explained that she was doin g a study on 
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"what it's like to be a mother today." The interviews l a sted 

from an hour to an hour and 15 minutes . The E b egan e a ch 

interview by usin g open-ended question s desi gned to esta blish . 
rapp~rt, e. g . "Do you think it's harder today t o be a mother 

than when you grew up?" With the excep tion of the ad mini s tra-

tion of the six Th emat ic Apperc ep tion ca rds the i nterv iews were 

unstruc tured . The E allowed the mother t o in tr oduce topi c s of 

. conversation and onl y with extremely v erba lly non-responsive 

mothers did the E direct the cour s e of the i ntervi ew . If the 

subject introduced the topic of child a buse or of her child ' s 

delinqu ency, the E fei gned i gnorance of the facts, thus reducing 

the mother's possible defensiveness on t hose topi c s. 

Once the E had met with a subj e ct, the E c ompleted the 

Maternal Characteristics Scale. The Ma t ernal Characteristics 

Scale and the Childhood Level of Living Scale completed by the 

caseworker were then collec t ed. The TAT re s ponses were then 

given to the psychologi st. 

Results 

The dependent var iables for this study were the scores 

obtained by each subject on the five rating me a sures and on 

the TAT responses. The mea n score for each group of subj e cts 

was obtained on the s ix me a sures. These mean scores a re shown 

in Tabl e 1 • 

Insert Table 1 about here 

The scores given for the Apathy-Futility, the Chilsish-Impul-
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sivity, and the Verbal Accessibility Scales are the means of 

the caseworkers and E scores. For the Childhood Level of 

Living Scale, higher scores indicate poorer, le ss adequa te 

conditions of child care. For the Apathy-Futility Scale and 

the Childish-Impulsivity Scale, higher scores indicate less 

maturity and greater pr es ence of the oha.-racteri sti cs which 

these sca les measure. A hi gher score on the Verbal Accessibil-

ity Scale indicates greater readine ss to talk and to reveal 

attitudes and feelin gs to others. Hi gher scores on the 

Education-Occupation Index indicate a greater amount of educa-

tional and work experience. The hi ghe r scores on the TAT 

Conflict Resolution Score indicate g reater ability in resolvin g 

conflicts in a mature, responsible manner. As shown by the 

data in Table 1, Group A of abusing mothers did poorer on all 

the measures with the exception of the TAT Conflict Resolution 

Score. Simple random analyses of variance (Brunin g & Kintz, 

1968) were used to assess the relationships of the means of the 

groups for each of the dependent variables. This was followed 

in appropriate cases by applying the Duncan's Multiple-Range 

Test (Bruning & Kintz, 1968) to ascertain multiple comparisons 

among means. 

The data in Table 2 indicate that there was an overall 

significant difference at the .01 level in the type of child 

care provided by the three groups. Multiple comparisons among 

means showed that Groups A and C, and Groups A and B differed 

significantly (p (a05) in "terms of overall child care. The·· 

A groups thus showed significantly poorer overall child care 
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than both the Band C groups. 

Insert Table 2 about here 

Table 3 shows that on the Apa thy-Futility Sca le there was 

also a significa nt difference (p (005 ) in the presence of the 

two characteristi cs, behavioral immobilizat ion and inte rper-

sonal deta chment, which this scale measures. Multiple 

comparisons amon g means showed tha t the A groups mothers were 

significantly (p (.05) more immobilized and more deta ched than 

either the B or C gr oup mothers. 

Insert Table 3 a bout here 

On the Chjldish-Impulsiiity Scale ( as shown in Table 4) 
there were again si gnifica nt diff e rences at the .001 level i n 

the presence of impulsivity and dependency, the personality 

traits which this scale measureso Multiple compa risons amon g 

means revealed that the A group mothers were s ignificantly 

(p (.05) more impulsive and more dependent tha n the Group C or 

Group B mothers. 

Insert Table 4 about here 

The data in Table .5 indicate that there were no signifi-

cant overall differences in the presence of verbal accessibil-

ity among the three groups. 
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Insert Table 5 about here 

Table 6 shows that for the educ a tional and occupa tional 

level of the groups there were si gnificant diffe rences at the 

• 01 level. Further multiple comparisons· indicate that Group 

A mothers had si gnificantly ( p ( .05) lower educational and 

. occupational achievements than either Group B or Group C 

mothers. 

Insert Table 6 about here 

Finally, the data in Table 7 shows that at the .05 level 

there were no significant differences among the three groups 

in terms of their performance on the TAT Conflict Resolution 

Score. 

Insert Table 7 about here 

Because the results of the TAT Conflict Resolution Score did 

not follow the pattern established by the previous measures, 

a chi-square was used to assess the relationship of the 

Education-Occupation Ind ex and the TAT Conflict Resolution 

Score. The results of this showed that the correlation 

between these two measures was not significant (x2= 2.310, 

phi= -.26). 



Discussion 

The original hypothesis that the abusive mothers would 

be providin g poorer overall care for their children and that . 
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they would demonstrate poorer psychological and social maturity 

and c ompetency on the v a riables being assessed was supp orted 

by all of the measures with the exception of the Verbal 

Accessibility Scale and the TAT Conflict Resolution Score. 

_Despite the absence of sigqificant differences, it should be 

noted that the A group of abusive mothers did show less verbal 

accessibility than either Groups B or C. However becau se of 

the lack of significance, the abusive mother c ould not be 

characterized as being any less ready to talk about her mos t 

importan t attitudes and f ee lin g s and to en gage in discussion 

of them with another person. One of the r easons for this lack 

of significant r esu l ts may be that one of the criterion for 

s electing the mothers in each of the thre~ groups was their 

willingness to talk with the E. 

The results of t _he TAT Conflict Resolution Score r ais e 

several interestin g quest ions . Everi though th~ results of this 

measure were not si gnificant , they were entirely opposi te from 

the oth e r results. One possible ex planati on for th is is that 

the TAT Conflict Reso lution Score ~ is a n jnva lid measure of the 

maturity a person shows in resolving conflicts. Unlike the 

original study (Polansky et. al., 1972) in which the TAT Conflict 

Resolution Score and the Education-Occupation Index were used, 

this present study did not find a significant correlation 

between the TAT and the Education-Occupation Index. Polansky et. 
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al. (1 972) expl a i ned the ir si gni f i can t cor r el a t i on b e t wee n the se 

two measures by the a r gumen t tha t a pe r s on wi th more educat i on 

who h ad demonstr a t ed ab i lity t o be em pl oyed would a lso dern on-

stra~e greater ma t uri t y in r e s olvi ng con flic t s o I f thi s 

posit i on i s a va l id one, it wou l d be expe c t ed tha t th e abusi ve 

moth er s , who d id have s i gn i f i ca nt l y poor·er edu ca t i ona l a nd work 

r ecords, wo uld ha ve scor ed lowe r t han the othe r gr oups on the 

TAT Confli ct Re solu ti on Score. Sinc e thi s expec ta ti on wa s not 

confirmed, i t coul d be hypoth e sized t ha t the TAT measure itself 

is invalid in that i t is not measur ing conflict re solut ion 

ma turity . 

An alt erna tive expl a na tion for the TAT result s is tha t 

this mea su~e, a s shown by its l a ck of di s cr imi nation among the 

three gr oups, is not a s s en s itive a s the other mea sur es used . 

All th e women in this sample -wer e homogeneous with respec t to 

economic level and s ocia l cla ss. Ch i ld abu s e and problem 

children were the ma in d i scr im ina ting f a ctor s . It th erefore 

could be hypothesized th a t the TAT Conflict Resolution Score 

doesn't tap the charact er i st i cs pre~a l ent in the child-abu s er. 

One fin a l counterargumen t can be pres en t ed. If the TAT 

Conflict Res olu tion mea sure is a cc ep t ed as a va lid one, then -

there must be some explan a tion for the abu sl ve mo the rs hi gher 

mean score. It ma y be tha t abu si ve mothe rs actually do show 

grea ter ability at resolvin g conflicts, however these conflicts 

are not resolved in a socially acceptabl e manner. Rather they 

may have a prediliction t6 resolve interpers onal conflicts · 

through primitive expressions of f eelin g . 
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The results on the Childhood Le ve l of Livin g Scale indi-

c ate that the abusive mother s pro vi d ed poor e r ove r all physi cal 

and emotiona l c a re for thei r child r en . Th e se re s ults su g g est 

that a lthoug h abuie a nd neglect of children a re l e ga lly and 

dynamically viewed as s epar a t e ph enomena, i t cannot be said 

that they occur i ndependent of on e an other. The mother who 

abuses her child is al s o li ke ly t o b e neg lecting tha t chi ld's 

physical and emotiona l ne eds a s well. 

The results o f the Apathy-Futility Scale and the 

Childish-Impulsivity Scale provi d e exdellent clues as to the 

personality attributes of the child-a busing mother. The 

Apathy-Futility scale indic a tes tha t the abusi v e mo t her i s a 

d eta ched , behaviorally immob i l i z ed individual. This finding . 

is supported by the clinica l data of other researchers 

(Holt e r & Friedman , 1968 ; Kempe et al. , 1962 ; Silver et. al., 

1969) who have characteri zed a busive par ents as ri g id ind ivid-

uals with p oor int e r per s onal relationships. The personality 

attribute of de t a chment is c ertainly relevant to the abuse of 

children. As these mothe rs become more detached f rom their 

children they bec ome more and more in sen s itive to these 

children's n eeds . Thus it can be said that deta chment can lead 

to insensitivity which itself can l e a d to ch i ld abuse. 

The Childi sh-Impuls i vi ty Scale, which was h i ghly signifi-

cant in discriminatin g among the three g r oup s , reveals that 

abusive mothers t end to exhibit t h e personality traits of 

impulsivity and de pendency. These characteristics have als0 

been su g gested by other researchers (Holter & Fr iedman , 1968; 
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Kem p e et al ., 19 6 2 ; Silver et al., 19 69 ). 

As the c ombin ed person a lity tra its of immobilization 

and impulsivity appe a r t o b e eni gma tic , it is n e ce ssary to 

consider the dyn a~jcs of a per s on exh ibitjng b o t h the s e 

characteristi c s . It appears tha t in the abu s iv e mot hers 

deta chment and immobilization a re u s ed as d efens e s a gainst 

impulsivity a nd dep endency . Occasionally t he se de fenses br ea k 

down, and there is an exp lo sive , im pulsive outburst directed 

toward another p e r s on . Unfortunately, the recipient of this 

outburst is all too of t en the moth e r's child. Previ ous 

research on child a buse has su ggested that one child ma y be 

sin gl ed out for the abuse ( Boa rdm a n, 1962; Delsordo , 1963 ; 

Elmer, 1963 ; Kempe et a l., 19 62 ; Schloess e r, 1964, Zalba , 1966). 

This study has su ggested that the abusive mother exhibits a 

pervasive psychic immaturity._ Wheth e r her impulsive outbursts 

are directed toward one ch i l d or towa rd all of her children 

could be the question for further r esearch which examines the 

interactional eff ects . 

Finally, lo oking at the Educati on-Occupa tion Index ~ 

evidence can be found to support other res earchers (El mer , 

1960, 1963 ; Gil, 1968a , 1968b, 1970; Holter & Friedman , 1968 ; 

Johnson & Morse, 1968 ; Merrill, 1962 ; Schloesser, 1964 ; Young, 

1964) who have cited unem ployment as one of the demo graphic 

characteristics of abusvie parents. In ad d ition to unem ploy-

ment, l a ck of education would also be seen as a cha r a cteristi c. 

However, as the majority of these res earchers have noted, the 

link between child abuse and po v e rty is not that strong. All 
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the mothers in this sample c ame from a low socioeconomic group, 

yet the abusive mothers certainly showed si gnificantly dif ferent 

characterist i cs from the othe r two g roups of mothers . Thus it 

appea rs tha t educit ional l e v e l and empl oyment experience are 

better demo graphic ind ices of child abuse t han strict socio -

economic clas s membership . 

The findin g s from this study appea r to have import a nt 

implic at i ons for professionals who work with mothers suspected 

of child abu se , especially if this work is preventive. If the 

mother in que s tion has had a poor educ a ti on a l and em p lo ymen t 

record, if she provides p oor physical a nd emotional care for 

her ch ildren, if she is detached from others and exhibits 

behavioral and emotional apathy, and if she tends to be 

i mpu l sive and d ependent, _then th ere is the increased probability 

that she may or will abuse her ch i ldren. Replication of this 

study is ne eded for further support of the s e chara cteristics 

which appear to be prevalent in the child-abusin g mo~h e r. If 

replication d oes su pport the fi ndings of this study, then these 

results could be u sed in professionil intervention. This 

intervention, either in the form of therapy or job- trainin g for 

the mother or the removal of the children from the home, may 

help prevent the traged y of child abu se . 



TABLE 1 

MEAN SCORES OF GROUPS ON TESTING MEASURES 

t • I Maternal Characteristics Scale 
t - . -

Childhood f Apathy- I Childish- Verbal Education- TAT 
Group Level of Futility Impulsi vi ty Accessi- Occupation Conflict & 

\ Living Scale* : Scale* bili ty Index Resolution 
Scale Scale* Score 

l 
I I 
' ! t 

A (N=l0) 46.1 I 22.9 14.0 14.8 1.3 16.l 

i 
I l I I 
, t I 

B (N=lO) 22. 7 I 13. 7 ! 6.4 18.8 2.9 13.2 
l 

f I , 
l -r- I -. I I 

C (N=lO) I 21.2 I 12.9 I 5.1 I 18.2 j 3.2 12.1 

. , 1 I f I 
*Mean of caseworkers and experimenter scores 

F\) 



· Sour c e 

Total 

Between 

Table 2 

Simpl e Random Ana l ysi s of Varian c e 

Childhood Level of Li v i n Scale 

ss df ms 

13,358 29 -

- . 
,......__ ____ 

Grou ps 3899 2 1949.5 

With i n Groups 9459 27 350.333 

25 

F D 
I 

- -

I 

5. 56lr • 01 
' 

I 

- -
-



- Source 

Total 

Between 

Within 

Table 3 

Simpl e Ra ndom Anal ys is of Vari an ce 

Apathy-Futility Sca l e 

ss df ms 

2810074 29 -

G-roups 620.415 2 310.21 

Groups 2190.32 27 81 • 1 2 

26 

F' p 

- -· 

3.82 (.05 

- -



.Source 

Total 

Table 4 

Si mpl e Random Ana l ys i s of Va riance 

Childish-Impulsivity Sca l e 

ss df ms 

1004.75 29 -

Between Grou ps 464.32 2 2 32.16 

Wi. thin Groups 540.34 27 20.01 

27 

F p 

- -

11.60 ~ 001 

- -



fio ur ce , J 

Total 

Between 

Within 
J 

' 

Table 5 

Simple Rand om Anal ys is of Var i an ce 

Verba l Acc essibil ity Sca l e 

ss df ms 

1710. 867 29 -

F 

-

Groups 94. 617 2 4.7. 308 0.790 
I 

Grou ps 1616.250 27 59. 86 1 -

p -

-

n.s. 

-



- Source 

Total 

Between 

Wi thin 

Table 6 

Simple Random Analysis of Varian ce 

Education-Occupa tion Index 

ss df ms .. 

71047 29 -

Groups 20 . 87 2 10.435 
. .,; .. 

-- --- ~ · · 

Groups 50.60 27 1. 87 4 

29 

F t) 

- -

5.56 (.01 

-· 

- -



·· Source 

Tot a l 

Between 

Within 

Table 7 

Simple Random Analysis of Va r iance 

TAT Confl 1. ct Re s oluti on Score 

ss df ms 

453 29 -

Gr ou ps 8506 2 420 8 

Groups 367.4 27 13. 6 

30 

F p 

- -
.. 

3 0 14 rt , s .• 

- -



Reference s 

BOARDlJ'iAN, H. E. 
injur :i.es. 

A proj ect t o r es cue chi l dr en fr om i nflicted 
Soci a l Work , 1962, 7 (1), 43- 51. 

BRUNI NG, J. L., & KI NTZ, B. L. Cornput a tioneJ_ ha.nd bo ok of 
i t a t is t ics. ~lenview , Illinoj s : Scott , Fo r esman and 
-Company , 1 968 . 

DELSO RDO, J. D. Protective cas eworl{ fo r abu sed children . 
Children, 1963 , 10 , 213- 218. 

ELMER, E. Abu sed youn g children se en in hos pi t a l s . Soci a l 
Wort, 1960, 5(4), 98- 102. 

31 

· ELM.ER, E. Id ent ifi ca tion of abu s ed chi l dren. _Qhil2__reg, 1963 , 
10(5), 180-1 84 . 

FLTIN, W. R. Front ier justice : A con t r jbuti on t o t he th eory 
of child ba t tery . Am erica n J ourna l of R..§.y chi a trv , 1970, 
127 ( 3 ), 375-379 . 

GIL, D. G. Ca liforni a pi lot st udy . In R. E. Helfer & C. H. 
Kempe ( Ed s.), Th~ ba tter ed child . Chicago: Universi ty 
of Chic ago Pr ess , T§6B-:-Ta) 

GIL, D. G. Incidence of ch i l d abu s e and demographi c cha r a cter-
istics of pers ons involved . In R. E. Helfer & C. H. Kemp e 
( Eds .), The ba t tered child . Ch icago: Universit y of 
Chicago Press, 1 975B. ( b) 

GIL, D. G. Violenc~ .§£gins!_ ch ildr en . Cambr idt e , I~a ss a chu se tt s : 
Harvard University Pr ess , 1970 . 

GREENGARD , J. The ba t t er ed -ch ild syndrome . 
of Nur s ing , 1964 , 64(6), 98- 100. 

America.n Jo urna l ------ - ---

HARLOW, H. F., & HARLO #, M. K. Social deprivat i on in monkey s. 
Scient ifiQ American, 1962 , 207 , 137- 146 . 

HELFER, R, E., & KEMPE , C. H. ( Eds .) The ba t tered child . 
Chicago : Univ ers:i.ty of Chic ago Pre ss:--1968 . ----

HOLTER, J, C., & FRIEDMAN, S. B, Principles of manag ement in 
ch1ld abuse cases. American Journa l:_ of .Q'£ t h2J2_sy chia try, 
1968 , 38 , 127-136, 

JACO BZINER , H. Rescu ing the ba ttered child, American Journ a l 
of u r ~Q.6, 1 9 6 Li , 6 4 ( 6 ) , 9 2 - 9 7 • 

JOH NSON, B., & M:ORSE , H. A-. Injured children and the l r parents. 
Children , 1968 , 15, 1L~7-152. 



32 

KEMPE, C.H. Some probl ems enc ountered by welfa :r e d epart ments 
in the mana gemen t of t he ba t ter ed chi l d syndrome . In 
R. E. Helfer & C. H. Kempe ( Ed s .), 'l'he b9.ttered child . 
Chicago: Unive r sity of Ch i cago Pre-ss, T9c8 . 

KEJ.vIPE, C.H., SILV:ERMAT , F. N., STEELE, B. F ., DROEGEMUELLER , 
W., & SILVER , H. K. The ba ttered-child syndr ome . J ourn a l 

·of the Ame ric an Med _~ca l Assocj_ a ti on , 1962 , 181, 17-24.---

MELNICK , B., & HURLEY , J. R. Di. s t inc tive personality attributes ,1 
of child-abusing moth ers . J ourna l · ·of Consul tl!:!_g and 
Clinica l PsychQl..2£.Y., 1969, 33 , 746-7~9 . 

MERRILL, E. J. Physica l abuse of children: An a gency study . 
In V. De. Francis ( Ed .), Prote c ting _the ba t tered chi l d . 
Denver , Colorado: America n Humane Ass ociat i on, 1962 . 

MORRIS , M. G., GOULD, R. W., & MA TTHEW, P. J. Toward prevention 
of child abu s e. Children , 1964 , 11~ 55-600 

OLIVER, J. E., & TAYLOR, A. Five gen era tions of ill-treated 
children in on e f ami ly pedi gr ee . Br iti sh Journ a l of 
Psychi a try, 197 1, 119, 473-480. 

PAULSEN, M. G. Le ga l prot e ction against child abu se . 
Childr en, 1966 , 13, 43-48 . 

PAULSE!\T, M. G. A summa ry of child- abu se legis l at ion. In 
R. E. Helfer & C.H. Kem ne ( Ed s. ), The batter ed child . 
Chic ago : Uni versj ty of Chicago Press, 1968-. -ra) __ _ 

PAULSEN, M. G. The l aw and abused children. In R. E. Helfer 
& C.H. Kempe (Eds.), The batt ered child . Ch i cago: 
University of Chicago Press, 1968 . Tb) 

POLANSKY, N. A., BORGMAN, R. D., & DE SAIX, C. _Boot§_ of 
futility. San Francisco: Jo ssey- Bass Inc., Publishers, 
1972. 

RADBILL , S. X. A history of child abuse and infanticjde. In 
R. E. Helfer & C.H. Kempe ( Eds .), The battered child. 
Chicago: University of Chicago Press~ 1968:---

REINER, B. S., & KAUFMAN, I. Chara cter disord ers_ l_~ parents 
of delinouents. New York: Family Service Association of 
America, 1 959. 

SATTIN, D. B., & MILLER , J. K. The ecology of child abu&e 
within a milit a ry community. Americ a n Journa l of 
Orthopsychiatry, 1971, 41(4), ~75 - 678 . 

/ " 

SCHLOESSER, P. T. The abused child. Bulletin of the Menniger 
Clinic, 1964, 28, 260-268. 



33 

SILVER, L. G., DUBLI N, C. O., & LOURIE , R. S . Does viol ence 
breed v iolence? Contributions from a study of the child 
abuse syndrome. Americ a. 11 Journal of'. Ps ychiat:i:,y , 1969 , 
126, 404 -407. 

SPI NE'.L'TA, J . J . , 8i: RI GL:1;R, D. Th e child-abusing parent: 
A psycholo l3: :l cal r eview . J.:'.£'~Y:.chologi cal Bulletin , 197 2 , 

· 77 ( 4) , 296- 301+. 

STEELE , B. R. , & POLLOC K, C. B. A' psych i at ric 
who abuse infants and smal l ch i.ldr-e11. In 
C.H. Kempe (Eds. ) , The ba t te r ed child . 
Univer si t y of Chicago Press , 1%8 . 

TERR, L. C. A f ami ly study of child abuse. 
Qf ?sychi at£.Y_ , 1970 , 127 ( 5), 665-67 1. 

study of parents 
R. E. He l fe r & 
Ch icago : 

Am er i ca n_ I.s'JUrnal o 

THOMAS , M. D., Jr. J'h_~ chi ld abuse r epor:.!,,i }IB. l a.~ of ,197 1: 
E~_otecting chi l dren becomes §:. b:t:_C?..§_de~ pom~-~.rn ~~y r esponsi-
Q.~li t y. Chapel Hill , North C.9.rolina: Institu te of 
Gov ernmen t, The University of orth Carol i na at Chape l 
Hill, 1971o 

WASSERMAN, S. The abus ed parent of the abused child. 
Ch.i_l dren , 1967 , 14 , 175- 179. 

YOU NG , L. WednesdaQ _childr en : ~.!_uq_y of child negl e·c~ and 
abu_~~ - New York: McGra1,v- Hill , 1964 . 

ZALBA , S. R. The abu sed child : A survey of the problem . 
Social vl~r k , 1966 , 11(4) , 3- 16 . 

ZALBA , s. R. The abused child : A typology f or clas sif ica t ion 
and tr ea tment. Socia l Work , 1967 , 12 (1 ) , 70-79. 



34 

Appendix I 

Maternal Cha racteristics Scale 

The IliCS con s ists of five subscales . Thes e include 1) 
the beha viora l i mm obiliza t i on scale , 2) t he interp er s onal 
det a chmen t scale , ·3 ) the impulsiv i ty sc a le, lr) the depend ency 
scale , and 5 ) the v erba l ac cess ibility s ca l e . The first a nd 
second s ca le s a r e summed to g ive the Apa thy-Futility Scale . 
The third and fourth s cal e s a r e summed to g ive the Chi l dish-
Impul s ivity Scale . Hi gher score s on t he Apathy -Futi l ity Scale 
and the Chi l dish-Impulsjvity Sc a le indica te le ss evidence of 
psy cholo~i ca l ma turi ty a nd gr eater evid en ce of the trai ts which 
these sc a l es me a su re . Hi gh er acor e s on the Verbal Accessib i l ity 
Scale ind ic ate grea t er readiness to t a l k about one ' s most 

- important a ttitudes and fe e ling s a nd t6 enga3e in di s cussion 
of them with a nother p erson . 

Whenever a plus marl{ ( + ) appears , it i s count ed as one 
point . A minus mark (-) is c ounted as minus one point. For 
each scale , the t0 t a l score is the a l gebraic sum of plus and 
minus points. To facilit a te statistical work , the final scores 
should be tra n sform ed so tha t all a re z e ro or more . This can 
be done by addin g a cons t ant to ea ch score . For further 
informa tion on the MOS and its s coring procedur es, the r eader 
should consult t h e orig inal scouce ( Pol ansky et a l. , 1972 ) . 

1 • 

2. 

4. 
I; _..,,. 
6. 
7. 

8. 

9. 

1 0. 

1 1 • 

Behavioral Immobilization Scale 

li.§.Y .!.9 _§Corin 0. 
Yes No 

Claim s that she is unable to p erform a t 
job or housework or ge t anythin g done. + 
Speaks of herself as healthy, strong 
and energetic. 
Face is sometimes dirt y , or mak eup is sme a red 
de spite availability of wash in g facilities. + 
Hair is usu a lly unkept, t a ngled or 
matted. + 
Clothes are usually di r ty or in dis array . + 
Speech is full of lon g pa uses . + 
Speaks iri a fa.int voice 9£ voice becomes 
weak and fades away at end of s entence . + 
Sometimes expres ses hostil ity throu gh 
physical a ggr ession . 
Answers questions with single wo rds or 
by phrases only. + 
Has a sad expr ession or holds her body 
in a dejected or despondent pos ture. + 
Shows warmth in voice much of the time, 
with interviewer. 

12. Shows enthusi asm . 
13 . When frust r ated f lie s into r ages . 
14. When frustra.ted creates a turmoil . 
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15. Visits with nei ghbors. 
16. Has a t one time shown capa city to hold a job. 
17. Manages the f am ily fin an ce s . 
18. Ke eps vir tually the s ame posture 

throughout the int erview. + 
19. Kee ps eyes clo sed or averted. + 
200 Has d ecorated' house in some un expected way . 

Inter personal De ta chm ent Scale 

Yes No 
1. Day dreams much of the time ; gets out of 

touch with curr ent da ily happenin gs . + 
2. Fa ce is some times dirty, or makeup is smeared, 

despite availability of washin g f aciliti es . + 
·-3. Ha ir is u sually unkep t, t a ngled or ma tted. + 

4. Cl othes are usu a lly dirty or in disarray . + 
5. Clothin g is appropriate to seas on (weather ). 
6 . Cl othin g is usually appropriate to occasion . 
7. From time to time, becomes preoccupied or 

show s lapses of attention a t end of sentence s . + 
8. Speaks in a faint voice or voice becomes wea k 

and f a des away at end of- ientences. + 
9. Talks comfor tabl y with the interviewer by 

the second conta ct. 
10. In di s cussing children, very frequ ently 

adverts to self . + 
11. Talks in ambi guou s , obscure, vague or 

cryp tic manner. + 
12. Shows wa r mth in tone in discussing her 

children. 
13. Shows warmth in tone in talking with 

her children. 
14. Evidences fe a rfulness or shyness about 

meetin g new people, or stran ge social 
situa tion. + 

15. Seems incurious about the inner· feelin g s 
of others. + 

16. Disiusses her childr en freely. 
17. Individu~lizes her chil dren noticeably. 
18. Di Bcusses her ch i ldren's behavior , as if 

11 from the outside. 11 + 
19 . Belon g s to PTA. 
20. Belong s to other community grou p . 
21. Belon g s to church. 
22. Visits with nei ghbors . 
23. Keeps eyes closed or averted . + 
24. Shows interest in and knowled ge of the 

larger world s c en e. 



Im pulsivi ty Scale 

Yes No 
1 • 
2 . 

5. 

6. 

7. 
8. 

9. 
1 0. 
1 1 • 
1 2. 

1 3. 

1 4. 
1 5 . 

La cks persi stence in pursuit of g oals. 
Plans r ea listically fo r self, children , 
f ami ly. 
Follows t hrorl hon r l a ns which ha ve been 

-ma de for sel f, children , fam ily. 
Shouts, yell s or scr ea ms fre quently a t 
somethin g or somebody in i ntervi ewer's 
presence. 
Somet i mes exp r esses hostility t h~ou g h 
phy s ica l aggre s si on. 
Sometimes expr esses warmth in 
exa ggerated form. 
Eviden c es gull ibility. 
Has sho0n defi a nce to ward a uth orities 
in deed or word. 
When fru str ated flies into r a g es. 
When ( ru strated creates a turmoil. 
Shows to l erance of r ou tine. 
Sets and ma intain s con t rol on h e r own 
behavior. 
Ha s engaged in behavior not a cc ep t a ble 
to h e r community. 
Ac cumul a tes saving s . 
Shows bell i g eren ce towa rd interviewer 
from time to time. 

Dependency Scale 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 
+ 

+ 
+ 
+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

Yes No 
1. Has definite rea listic g oa ls - for herself, 

chil dren, f am ily. 
2. Whjnes when she t a lks. + 
3. Dwells on her problems with her children . + 
4. Evidences gullibility. + 
5. Takes pleasure in th i n gs she and children 

do to g ether. + 
6. Clings to h e r children. + 
7. Can make decisions a nd a ccep t 

responsibility for them . 
8. Has at one time shown c apacity to hold 

a job. 
9. Complains of feeling ne g lect ed by par e nts~ + 
10. Se ems to trea t all other a dults as if 

they were parents . + 
11. Frequently refers to the opinions of, or 

quotes, her mother . + 
12. Frequently r efers to the opinions of, or 

quotes, her f 3. ther. / + 
13. Keeps insist i n g tha t interviewer give 

advice or int ervene on her behalf. + 
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1 • 

2. 
3 . 
4 . 

5. 
6 . 

7. 

8 . 

9 . 
1 0 . 

1 1 • 

1 2 . 

1 L~. 
1 5. 

1 6. 

1 7. 
1 8 . 
1 9. 
20. 
2 1 • 
22 . 

23 . 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 
28. 
29. 

Verbal Acc essibility Scale 

Evidenc e s ( some verba liza ti on ) negative 
or disc oura ged att i tude t ow~ r d he r f utu r e 
accomplishmen t s or atta irnnen t s . 
Mention s she i s a i ml ess or ge t ting nowhere . 
Sa ys she en joys l i v i ng . 
Evid enc e s ex c ess i ve con cern with r e l i g ion 
or expr ess es some h i ghly unusua l 
i dea s . 

r eligious 

Cl a i ms she is una bl e to perform a t job or 
hou sework or get any t h ing done . 
Speaks of her self as h ea lthy, strong , 
and en er;ge tic . 
I t is ha r d f or her t o c on sider a n ew wa y 
of look ing a t the same thing . 
From time to time , be come s preoc cu pi ed or 
shows l ap ses of attent i on a t end of 
senten ce s . 
Speech i s full of lo ng pauses . 
Speaks in a f a int v o ice or voic e be c omes 
weak and f a de s awa y a t end of sent en ces . 
Ta l ks comforta bl y wi th the int ervi ewer 
by the sec ond conta c t . 
Usu a lly s t a tes opinions r eas on ably 
dir ectl y . 
Ta l t s in ambi guous , obs cure, vague or 
cr yptic mann er . 
Whines when she t a l k s . 
Feels free t o verbali ze reg~rdin g hurts 
r ec e ived . 
Expres s es id eas of reveng e and wishes to 
r e taliate . 
Evid ences a sense of humo r •. 
Verba l izes embarrass men t. 
Verbali zes shame . 
Ver bali zes guil t. 
Enj oys talking about h ers el f. 
Ans wer s questions with single words or 
by phrases only. 
Talks of her situati on with practically no 
outwa rd sign of emotion . 
Shows war mth in voice much of the time, 
with int ervi ewer. 
Shows warmth in tone in discus s ing her 
ch il dren. 
Shows warmth in tone in talking with 
her children . 
Ca n laugh at he r self. 
Expre sses boredom with her l ife . 
Discus se s her children freely. 

Yes No 

+ 
+ 
+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 
+ 
+· 
+ 
+ 
+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 

+ 
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Yes No 
30. Individual izes her chi l dren noticea b l y . + 
3 1. Discusses her chi l d r e n ' s b ehavi or, as if 

" f r om the out side . 11 

32. Discu sses her ch ildren ' s assets . + 
Di scus ses h e r children ' s liabili ti e s . + 

34 . Complains of ,fe elin g neg l ec ted by pa rents . + 
35 . _Keeps eyes clo sed or a verted. 
36 . Expresses objection to int e rvi ew or 

r es entment a t h a ving to a nswer que stions . 
37. Mann e r of r espon se or fai lure to r es pond 

ma kes it unc er t a in whethe r or not many 
i tems a re true ( e . g . subject incoherent , 
evasive , suggestible ). 

38 . Ex· re sse s awareness of compl ex ities in 
oth er ' s decisions - tha t they ha v e h a d to 
wei gh a l t e r n a t i v es . + 

39 . Fr equ ently , a nd a ppropri a tel y , expresses 
herself i n a b s t ractions . + 

40. Uses fi gu r es of speech c o l orful l y or 
am u s i n gly . + 



Appendix II 

Childhood Leve l of Livin g Scale 

This sc a l e i s scored so t hat a high s c ore i ndicates a 
l ow l eve l of livin g . Whenever a plus mark ( + ) appea rs , 
it i s c ount ed as dn e point. The fin a l s c ore is the sum of 
the plu s marks . For furt he r in forma ti on on the CLLS , t he 
r ~ader should c onsult the ori g in a l source ( Polcns ky et al ., 
1 972 ) • 
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Key to sc oring 
Par t A - Physi c a l Ca re 
Comfort 
1. Wat e r is piped into t he hou se . 
2. Hot wa ter is p i ped to a f a uc e t . 
3 . Li ght bulbs are from naked dropc ords . 
4. The mo th e r compl ai ns of difficulty i n 

h eat in g the hou se . 
5. On e potbellied stove is only means of 

h eati n g house o the r tha n cook stove . 
6. The hous e is hea ted by coa l or oi l. 
7 . The f am i 1 y 1 iv es mo s t 1 y j_ n on e room in 

winter bec a u se of di ffic ulty in h ea tin g 
entire house . 

Safety 
8 . Th e r e a r e a t leas t two exits t o the house. 
9 . The exits a re eas ily opened . 
10. Electrical wiring appe ars to be fr ayed or 

overloa ded. 
11. Stovep i p es g o directly to ch imney or flue. 
12. Fires are sometimes s t a red with kerosene or 

other flammable agent. 

Stat e of Repa ir 
13. Repairs one usual ly ma kes one self a re 

Yes 

+ ---
+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

· left undone. + 
14. The roo f of the hou s e l eaks . + 
15. Windows h a ve been crac ke d or broken ov e r 

a month without repairo + 
16. House is dilap i dated . + 
17. House is n either pap ered nor pa inted inside. + 

Hyg enic Conditi ons 
18. There is an i nside toil e t. 
19. Ther e is an outs ide toilet. 
20. There are wind ow screens in g ood repa ir 

in most windows. 

21. There are screen doorB properly moun ted. 

+ 

No 

+ 
+ 

+ --

+ - - -+ 

+ - ·-

+ 

+ 
+ . 



Feeding Patterns 
22. Chil d fre quently arrives at d a y-c a re center 

(scho ol ) without breakfas t and comp l a ins 

Ye s 

of being hun gry. + 

No 

23. Moth e r p l a n s f o r v a riety in foo d s . + 
24. Moth e r p l a ns a t l eas t on e me al a da y 

c onsi s tin g of t w0 c o ur s e s . + 
25. -Mothe r p l ans meal s with courses that 

g o to g ether . + 
26. Mother pl a ns special me a ls for speci a l 

oc c a si ons. + 
27. Child is off e r e d food at fixed time e a ch da y . + 
28. Moth e r ex pre ss es concern about fe edin g ch ild 

bala nc ed diet. + 
29 . Mother ma kes effort to get child to e a t 

foods not preferred becau se they a re impor-
t a nt to chi l d ' s nutrition. + 

30. Child h a s more tha n one soft drink per day. + -~ 

Safety Precautions 
31. Child is taught to swim or moth er believ es 

child shoul d be t a ught to swim. 
32. Child is never al lowed to go t o a body of 

water un a ttended . 
33. Mother takes precautions in t he storag e 

of medicine. 
34. Poisonous or d a n g erous spra ys and cleanin g 

fluids are stored out of child's reach. 
35. Mother tea c h e s child about dan g er of 

poi s onous pl a nts and berrie s in woods . 
36. Mothe r en f orc es rul es about goin g into the 

street s or roads. 
37. Mother has instructed child about cro ssing 

streets or ro a ds . 
38. Mothe r will never l ea ve child a lone in the 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

house. + 
39. Mother sometimes lea ves child to insuffi c i ent -

ly older sibling . + 

Use 
40. 

41 • 

42. 

of Med ical Fa cili ties 
Mother has evid enced lack of awareness of 
child's possible dental n eeds . 
There has been neglect of obvious medical 
needs. 
Mother h as taken child for shots and 
immunizat i ons on own initi a tive. 

43. Child is taken to med ical doctor or clin i c 
after accident. 

44. Medical c ar e is read ily sou ght if child i s 
ill. 

45. Family uses other than doctors or nurses 
in case of accident or illness. 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 
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Clothing 
46. Child h a s both pl a y clothes a nd g ood cloth e s. 
47. Clothing u s ua lly appea rs to b e h a nd- me -downs. 
48. Buttons and s n ap s of child's cl o t h ing a r e 

frequ e ntly mis s in g and a re not rep l a c ed . 
49. Shoes a re in.reasona bly good r epai r. 
50. Child ls u s ua lly d r essed appropr i a t e l y for 

·wea th e r conditions . 
51. Child ls usua lly dr essed appro pri a tel y for 

activity . 
52. Clothing is cl ean when ch i ld g o es ·to s chool 

or day -ca re c e n ter. 
53. Evidence tha t und e r wea r i s chan g ed a s 

need ed. 
54. Items re quiring ironin g h a ve be en ironed. 
55. Child sl e eps in paj amas or g own. 

Groomin g 
56. The r e is r outine washing of the child b e fore 

g oin g to bed. 
57 . It is obvi ous tha t moth e r ha s g iven attention 

to child ' s g r ooming at h ome . 
58. Ea rs a re usu a lly cl ean. 
59 . Fin g erna ils a re clea n. 
60. Head and hair a re clean. 
6 1. Ha ir is com bed . 
62. Ha ir i s cut. 
63 . There is a b a thtub or washtub for immers ed 

bathing in home. 
64. The child is i mmerse d wee kl y ; n ever . 
65 . Toilet tissue is usu a lly a v a ila ble. 
66. Ea ch f a mily member has a toothbrush. 

Home Comforts 
67. There is an operatin g elect r ic wa shing 

machine avail a ble. 
68 . Mother com pl a ins of inadequate . covering 

for warmth. 
69 . Mattress e s a re in obviousl y poor condition. 
70. Livin g room dou bles as a bedroom. 
71. Furniture is obviously i n need of repair. 
72. Home has a telephone. 
73. Family own a c a r wh ich run s . 
74. Fam i l y owns a freezer. 
75. Fa mily o wns a sewin g ma c h ine . 
76 . There is an operating electric swee per . 

Part B - Emotiona l/Cognitive Care 
Promotin g Curiosity 
77. Family has been to a town outs id e the county. 
78. Planned vacation trip has been t a ken by the 

family. 

Yes 

+ --
+ 

+ 

+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 

No 
+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 
+ 
+ 

+ 

+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 

+ 

+ 
+ 

+ 

+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 

+ 
+ 
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79 . 

80 . 

8 1. 

Child h a s 
d i ffer e nt 
Child has 
a c oun ty 
Child ha_s 
c arniva l. 

been tak:en by pa rents to 
a nimals . 
been t a ken by pa r ents to 

f a ir . 
be~n t a ken by paren t s t o 

82 . · Child h as been ta k <~n by pa rents t o 
wa tch construction. 

see 

see 

a 

83 . Ch ild has been t a k e n by parents t o see 
some well - known natural attra ctiorr; 

84 . Mo ther mention s c h ild a sks qu es ti 8ns 
showin g curiosity abou t how thing s work . 

85 . Mother mentions tha t she answers child ' s 
questions about how thin g s work . 

L e v e l o f Dis ci p l inar y Techniques 
86 ~ Dis ci pline u suall y takes t he f orm of : 

Spankin g with a switch 
Ve r y frequently no a ction is taken 

87. Ch ild is sometimes rewarded for g ood 
behavior . 

88 . Mother expr esses feelin g that chi l d shou ld 
c o opera t e wi thout reward . 

89. Mo t h e r threatens punishment by i mag in ed 
or r ea l f r ight ob j ect . 

Yes No 

+ 
+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 
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App endi x III 

Educ a tion-Occu pa t ion Index 

This s c or e measures a person ' s educat j ona l a nd oc cupa -
t i on a l a chi evement s . In t he a r ea of edu c ation, t wo p oin ts 
a r e g iv en for a t enth g r ade or b e t t e r edu cati on, one po i nt 
for c omp l e t in g the eigh t h or n i n t h grade , and zero po in ts 
for compl e t ion of t h e seventh g r ade or less. 
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For th e occu pa t ion score , bein g empl oyed f or one full 
yea r or mo r e a t t he same j ob recei v es a. s c ore o f t wo p o i n ts . 
One point is g iven for bej n g empl oyed ·ai several job s ove r a 
yea r or for s porat ic empl oyment ove r sever a l yea r s . No points 
ar e g i v en if t he indi v i dua l ' s empl oyment r e c ord does not 
fi t eithe r of the above r eq uir ement s. 

The fin a l Educ a tion-Oc cupation Index Score is t h e su m of 
the educ a ti on s cor e and t he occupa t ion s c ore . For f ur t h e r 
information on this index , the r ead er is r eferred to the 
ori g in a l source ( Pol a nsky et al ., 1972 ). 






